Jauk Fostey benver, Colorwdo
Bditer
Junwary 31, 1955

Dr. Franois E. Menlowe
Direetor of Medical Center
Colorado General Hoapital
Denver, Coleorwde

Deaxr Iz, Menlowe:

It bas coume to my stiention thet poze oriticisa has been voieed
ty eertain members of the Coicradic bBtate Mudiocal (wolety of tie
reportorial treatasnt of the operstion Jemuary 7 of Mike Steansberry
at Colerado General licepital.

I bave received no oomment from the Scelety ayself. Soversl
mozbers of the boelety, bowever, have told me that & few of thelir
confreres have raised guestions about the setione of Ir. Nenry Swen,
the surgeon involwed, and the hospital in thie case.

Therefore, I should like t¢ give you the details of the part
pleyed by tbhe Hooky ountain Hews and the Holly Mayfield Foundation
in this situstiocn.

In the latter part of jesesber, 1554, Molly Wayfield, president
of s Molly deyfisld Foundation, s Colersde trust foundeticn, lesrned
of the pligbt of litile hidke Stamsberry, of Sterling. His esopbagus
bead Desn seriously urned by lye. ks obviously needed surgicel care.

ihe Mayfisld Foundution was crested feor sharitsble purposes from
eontributions mads by readers. Its pringipsl purpose has been to
provide surgisal ceres for those whe eould it afferd it. Many sueh
opsrations Lave been performed by Denver surgscos ic Denver private
bospitals. Uensrally the surgeons bhave weived thelr feves, und the
Fourdstion has paid expenses for mecioine, hospitalisetion, ete,

¥reo. MayTield learmed that Kike wes st Colorsde Ceuersl hLospital.
the found thet this faadly ooculd not possibly pey for the operstionm.
the talkeu by telepuone with Ir. Swan, ss chief surgeon whe obviocusly
woulc be involwed, liobert Lenbolm, dircetor of hospitale, aod yourself
ss dircetoy of tiw Medicel Centar. She ssked if the imyfield Foundation
might take over the expenses of the operation as outlined by ir. Swean
when sbe asked him what jrocgedure might be ifnvelved,
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It is the purpose of the Foundation not to sscumnlste funds but
to uss them as efficlently as possible for cases of this very kind, Ihe
Foundation setuslly eeccks out needy cases, ss the reeords will show, so
that the money might be used im the way the glvers intended,

Mra., ¥ayfisld was inforaed that there oould not be any eharge
for the purgery itself, sinoe thie is s state bospital. AL tiv seme tise
she wves told that the hospital would welcome peyment of the othor expenses.
Nrs. Mayfisld, es chairmsn of the Foundation's cistribution comxittes,
agresd to do this.

Mra. Mayfisld inforuec s of all these deteils. iz editor of
The Hoeky Mountain Hews, I assigmed Rebert L. Ferkin, our medisal reporter,
and Bil) Feery, pbotograpber, to make arrangensnts vith the bospitel for
coverage of the operstion. Fermiseion to eover the operstion was given
by Dr. Swen and you on the understanding that the gurgeon's nass uot be
used., Such coversge vwas clearly provided for undey terms of the oode of
so-operation,

Un the morning of Junmary 7 . Ferkin and ¥r. Peery went %o the
gullery of the surgiesl room st Colorsdo Genersl arxd witusssed the
operstion. Mr. Jeery took platures without in any wey ¢isturbding the
surgical proesedure.

r. Feery and itr, Ferkin went to ths offige of The Eoeky Mowntsin
Nous safter the operstion. Oms developed his pictures, the other wrote
his newe atory. Sem Lusky, elty editor, Vineent Dwyer, managing oditor,
and I laid out the pietures oursslves for publicstion. We three also
resd oopy on Mr. Ferkin's excellently written srtiele.

On publicsticn, we rveeives immmerstle favorshls comments from
resders on ibke intelligence of the display.

we belisve that thic sombination of vivid photographs snd scourate
reporting presented the uedies) profession in the best possible light.
It gave bope through margery to many readers. It reflected the very finest
aspeots of oue of our state fnstitutions = Colorsdo Ceneral Hoespital -~ an
institution in whish svery teaxpayer of Gelorade has & steke., It dramstised
the terrible denger 7o ebildrexn of lyev in the house, snd therefore may
have saved scma ki irem pein or even death,

when severxl of us graybesded mewspaperasn ten yssrs sgo began
working with sembers of the County bcelety lowsrd the development of the
sode of co-operation, we Bardly dared even dream that sueh effeotive
pevspajper covoersge might be pessible,

Our probles st that time waz to 3y io develop mesns of making
possible aore nearly securate mecioal reporting witheut exsggerstion and
ﬂmw.

Certainly no one poscibly can say that our reporting of the Mike
ttansberry case wes not socurate snd in the besc of tasta.
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I believe thst it 1e one of the finest oxauples tc date of what tiw
oode of eo-operation imterded,

I fing it bawd to belisve thet any seabsr of the Soeiety could
objeot to it in any way. But sloee there heas been oriticisw 1 wented to
tell you detail by detaill exmotly whot our part bas been in the situstion.

/e
Juch Foster

Petie 4# you know, Tize Fagusioe elso covered the operation by photc and
story. Ihe lenver Tixe Eureau heard sbout the operetion when they r2eed
the story of tiw Meyfield Foundeticnu srravgesents in The Roocky Mountein
levg, When Tise buresu called The liews for inforsmstion, we luformed them
0 cheak with Celorsdc Geverel W make thelr own arrsbgements, 1 wes told
that Tiwe had cleared witk Lr, williuz Cendon, «f the feelety's Jublicity
Comzittes, for coversge, s step we ¢id pot feel necessery, sivee suck i
ot required Wy thw code of co-opsration.

J.Fe.



